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This .paper describes a personality constri^^, the others-concept, 



and jthe Paired Hands Test (PHT) ^ a personality assessnont te\:hniquo 



coiTibining projective and objective features felt to be a rneasaro of 
the others-'concept'. 'Also, the results of a series of^^tucies investi- 
gating the relationship between children's scores on the PHT, and 
their actual social behavjcis, in small group . si tuations will b^ bl:uii- 
nari?^od, v • ^ ' 
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/ Tn<B o"^:her?-ccncept is defined as a pe^spn's general c;'pecta:^ci(?s^ 
or pel ceptions about "other .peopl e along a positive-negative, ccnr.inuuin 
(Barnett and Zucker, 1975). Tho . qu'^s tier th.^t' tho o r Vrrs-concept allc; 
us to concrptuali ?:e io.ho;; predj.ctions and. assumptions about possible 
social interactions arc made U/hen <:.hc arount of \nf orriJ^ tion onncurnir.g 
the* other irdivici^jals is minir'.al and a^ibiguous , . a3 detori;iined by ?mp: r 
cai uocivi::, ifH^hin thrycont^>: t of research reported in this ^ pap'-^r , 
children h'wj been given che oppc t't-unity to assign neepings to phot^^- 
grap};s or sii'dez depicting pcssi)jle GOci.al interactions ' Qvosti'^n^' 
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4 In order to further clarify wh^it meant by the ethers- coTOl^/ 
a few statements about .the self-concei^t jnay be helpful/ There has 
hfien a needed shift in the conceptual .f^anev/ork surtounding the^self-^ 
concept away from "traits" or "attributes" of a person towards "an 
analysis af interactions in an' explicitly described con^^xt olf rela- 
tions" (C^ttrell, 197^). One might consider the '^self-other organiza- 
^tion" (Cottrell, 1970) or a self-situational organization. A basic 
question is^whether or not there* is a unity^ of traits in personality 
organization that are predictors of behavior, or whether or not the 
situational aspects actually contribute more than the unifying traits 
in predicting social behaviors (!!ischel, 1968;>Bem and Allen, 1974). 

V 

^ But most psychologists vould, at this point, accept the utility of 

• ■■ 

* 'tne self-cbncept , and ^theKuthors hope, the otiiers-concept , in under- 



iran^ng a person's behavior*. They are obviously related. In terms 



of increments to predictive validitTy, the above cc^^epts may in the 



future be integr^tecj with situatic5Tial variables as well as the indi- 
vidual' s own phenomenological assessment of the 'situation (Mischel, 
'1973). ^ ' . ' 



• The Paired Hands Test ' . ^ ^ • " 

— \ ^ . ' ^ 

Although the authors consider the others-concept to be of suffi- 

\ * ' ^ 

'Cient importance to stand alonQ >f rom a specific assessment techni^que, 

th^ Paired Hands Test^(PHT) {Zucker and Barnett, ^n press) , because 

of several unique, features, has been used exclusively for the primary 

. research j in this ''area .to date*, In order\ to evalual:^ a person's others 

concept, ro|earchers have made use of twenty slides (or photographs) 

one bl^ck and'- one white, ^ in a relationship which* implies ^n interactio, 

^ betv/een the hands.. The pictures are shcv/n one at a time and the child 

is asked' to respond in terms ^of what he thinks the hands are doing by 

. . ■ • ■ '-'^ 



sele,ctinf^ one statement out of five present:ed for each slide^. The 
statements describe pos'sible interactions bGtv:een people . chosen 
from the verbatim responses from children in Response , to ^^u)e question, 
*'V7hat do you think the.* hands are doing?", and scaled by a Thufstone 
type techflique- alpng a continuum ranging from extremely positive \o 
extr.emely neg'^tive interactions between t'he hands. The technique 
has gone through several revisions leading to the development of the 
others-concept as a theoretical construct and to viewing the test as 
a measure of the extent to which children interact with others in a 
warm, nonythreat'ening , non-afcusive ; cooperative and helpful manner 
(Zucker and Jordan, 19^8; Zucker, 1976? Barnett and,Zucker, 1^73, 1975 
1977; Zucker a,nd Barnett, in press) . . 

i ' • * ' 

Behavioral Research with the Paired Hands Test 

The basic premise of the research has been that children v/ho 

. ■ , . . • - -/ • 

perceive social interactions differently, for.e^mple, in a more 
friendly or. more hostile manner, will exhibit different social 
behaviors. The SF^ latibnship betv/een PUT s^'cores.and sacial inter^ 
actions has be<sn explored through a systematic method of behavioral 
observations with extreme scoring children. The ^neral hypotheses 

• ■ ' . • • V 

that the authors have been testing p.n a series cf expeTir?njnts is 
*that children with a more positive others-goncept (thOs^ with high 
PHT scoreG)^.v;iii intefact^ir^ a small group situation in a-mof'^posi- 
ti.ve and task-related ma*nner than children with a lov;er others-cbncept 

/The ^chavsL'ors o^f the children in the experiments' were studied 
while the children participated in* an assigned task .in groups 'of three 
or in several studies , four. The time allowed on the tas?L was usOally 
fi^een ^lin^tes. Intone sjtudy, v;hcn an observation room was available 



''the groups v/erc . videotaped', but in other studies/ a system using 

• > V • 

* • \ 

tape recordings of individual chi]dr?:n's ocDr:iont.^ through the use t 
of an undirectional iriicrophone v;as found to v/ork satisf actforily • 
The task§ themselves became a significant part of thG study 
ffhe range of verbal comments made by the children v/as rema.rkable 
when one considefs that they v;ere simply asked to perform a brief, 
structured task intended by the experimenters to be enjoyable.* Even 
when the tasks did not elicit differances between high and low scoring 

• ' . ; . ^ k ^ 

children, the range of behaviors persisted to a large -degree, * The 

tasks varied from the. relatively Uninteresting one of matching domi^no 

faces, to tasks that seemed inherently more interesting like making 

posters v/ith rfagic markers , or •assje'mbling a large, very complicated 

model a steeimboat with' tinkertoys. ' . 

Although the tasks^^werp originally chosen to be similar, it ^ 

l^ecame apparent that there v/ere^ differences l^etween the tasks as i 

to the interest and enthusiasm generated, th^ challenge presenfed, 

the group processfes elicited and the frustrations involved, m 

; ^ > ♦ 

A system of categorizing the child's comments to provide beha- 
vioral obse^r v^ations that could be statistically^ analyzed in a relia- 
ble manner was devel6ped; Each respdnse was judged on t^va ^dimensions . 
The first dimension was that of' being task-related (identified by a 
T) cc noi:^-J:e^B]^ related (identified by an N) . Task ^elated cteme 
were: defined as responses, v;hioh have->^to' tlo directly v;ith the tasks. 
They were either" instructions ,' questifens , sugtjes ti ons > or conmentsi 
,Non-task related responses were those considered be irrelevant in 
relationship^ tc the task; they v;ere conversations, comjneV>ts, or noise 
which v;ere/not concerned with solving the prr^blem or completing the 
taskr 



The second dimension required the judging <if a stat^nicnt ' as ' * 
being either positive (+) or negative {- ) . A plus , response was 
one that ni'ght be a helpful suggestion qfr v;hich merited compliance 
such as agreement or support.^ It could be either task rela-bed (T) ' / 
or non-task^ related (N>. If non-task related, it v;ould be a cbm- 
went which was made^in a nonabrasive- v;ay. A n^^ative statement* was 
oilfe v/hich would typically evoke anger^ or be generally abrasive or 
hostile in an actua*l or implied \vay. ' ' , * ^ 

In a pilot study, a transcription v;as typed of. all comments-for 

each child. Because of -the high level of agifeeme^it, in a larger *. 

• ' >.* • 

sttidy judges listened to the. actOal 'tapes apd assigned each 'verbal 

comment to one of the categories of bfHhaviors. When tv;o judges- sinde- 

pendently listened to the tapes, the correlations^ were .99 for T+, 

.98 for N-, .96 for N+, and .93 for T-. The T+ and N- categories 

are less ami)iguoa^ and are perhaps most important because th6y demon^- 

strate opposite types o^f responses, while €he T- and N+ categories 

«JRtbine positiVe and negative features. The N- category may b'e" most 

influenced by social inhibitions and pressures tO"conform^ 

Some exam.plGS of coded comments are as follows: "You better 

'help me" (T+) ; "Why don't ypu put the pO^zle into, the coke * bol^le?"- 

(T-) ; "You love that guy?"" (N+1; "Comq on now and get thi^ done 

I'll blast your hel^ds off" (T-) : "Let's put the^ red j|^cN^b over 

here" ' (T+) . - , . ^' . 

. jThe f iiidings from the studies have consistentiy deijionstrated that 

there is a t^nd for ohildrcn y;ho have a high o-thers-concept td ihter- 



ac^ m.ore po3fzive]iY in small groups .than 'children who have' a- low-othqr 
concept. The. subjects v;ho had a j^bsi'tive othefs^cpncGpt s^ho^^ed a 
teirdency to be more cooporative, goal--direc ted and pleasant^ The 



"subjects who' had a npgj^tiv.e others-concept were found tQ be less 

. - * '.-*■"/ * 

cooperative ana goal-directed , ^ and they also shoKod. a ■ tendency to 
; • , . . ' - '' 

be more abrasive, an^ sometime^' rude, with 6ther members oT tHe-ir' 

group*,, « , ' ' ' : . 

^ / shouM be -emphasized that' the differences' between- sub jects 

wath a, high others-concept and a. l<ow^otherB-c9n«pept were nbt ai-ways 

readily apjJarent, ^FfequentT^y trfey were • not 'and there were occasions 

^when individ-uals with" a 'high G%^j^--eo^cejpt actea -negatively, aRd ' 

vice Versa. TI^is oyer all results foun'^ were only apparent by , coding • 

blindly-over ,12,o6o sepaj;ate behaviors" o-f nearl>>.300 subjects a,nd'' 

then comparing the to-^als When this, was don^,^, the. Experimental -' ^ 

data clearly demons tral^e^ that, in gene'iTal, a'-pdrson who has a hfgh 

others-concept is more likely to interact positively swi};h others'* than 

.# • ' ■ ■ ' i ' . ' i ' 

a person v/ith'a low others-coocept ' (r ( 1 , 4.16 )' = 28 . 9 4 P< . COl ) . The 

data also revealed, as might sxpedted, that some - situations more 
* ' ' , ' ' • ' 

than others bring out the differences between individuals, .with a high 

or low others-concept.' ,^n•the situations whicf^ did not bring out the 
differences, the^ group trends reveale.d that the high and low' scoring 
children, were behaving similarly on, the coded dimensions', rather than 
th^t reversal had taken place. That is to s,ay, no situations v/ere* 
found m which high scorers overall behaved more negatively than low 
scorers on the coded dim.ensions. v:hen statistically significant 
behavioral differcnges were found, they were always in tho ^iirectipn 
Of high-scoring ^subjects bghaving more positively than Lb'w-sboring 
subjects. However, i't must be kep't in mind that theso v/ero, grouEF" 
tr^n^s. Certainly, individual subjects sometimes formed exceptions 
to 'the rule . .' ' 
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